Honors Credit Guidelines: 2008-2009
Choral Classes 

Brad Bensen, Instructor

Students enrolled for honors credit (in arts classes) will need to complete a set of criteria (as presented below) in order to qualify for and receive honors credit standing and points.  Specifically, the following criteria are necessary to obtain honors credit:

Select 1 of the following:  

A) 2nd semester: Complete a solo recital (“Honors Credit Recital Concert” on  June 1st)  
OR

B)  1st semester: Complete the Portfolio Project, as described below.   

Additional requirements for Honors Credit in the Arts:
· Student must be a classified as a “junior” or “senior”  (academic years 3 or 4)

· Honors credit can only be offered 2 times (2 semesters) for arts classes
· Student must be approved by teacher to register for honors credit

· Student must sign this guideline sheet and return the contract attached 

Honors Credit will be offered upon the completion of either the recital or the portfolio project.  If selected, the portfolio is to be handed in no later than 1 week before the final exam of the semester that the student is registered for the credit. 
RECITAL GUIDELINES

The recital requires that you prepare, from MEMORY, 2 pieces of contrasting style.  It is suggested that you choose from collections of “art songs”.  One of the pieces must be in a foreign language, such as Latin, German, French, Spanish or Italian.  Italian solo pieces are the most numerous, due to the fact that Italian opera composers wrote so much of the solo arias available today.  The other piece should be a standard Art Song (look online for more info).

There are several books that are available online (try www.Amazon.com or www.jwpepper.com) and from local music stores (such as Burrage Music, Music and Arts Center, etc.).  Some of these titles include:  

· Folk Songs for Solo Singers (with accompaniment CD); there are several volumes of this popular book that are also available in various ranges (tenor/soprano, medium voice, alto/bass)

· 26 Italian Songs and Arias (get CD); this is a standard song book required by most music majors

            Pop music is not appropriate.  It is recommended to pick 1 fast & 1 slow song and exhibit contrasting styles in how you perform the two.  
It is expected that you learn your 2 songs on your own, or with a private teacher (who can also make some good recommendations).  For the recital, you will sing your 2 songs by yourself in front of 3 judges (probably Mr. Bensen, Mr. Robinson and 1 other music teacher).  The other students doing the honors recital will also be watching, as well as any friends/family.  The event will be held in the dance room to create an intimate setting. 

During the recital you will need to: 
a. Dress formally (chorus or other formal dress, tuxedo or suit)

b. Introduce your 2 pieces, giving the translation, composer, time frame written, and any other pertinent information for the audience to understand what is occurring in the song

c. Have an accompaniment, if the song has one (can be a person or a CD/ipod)

You will need to “approve” your 2 songs with Mr. Bensen before the recital (the sooner, the better).  After this, you will also need to give Mr. Bensen information for the program (song titles, translations, composer name(s), and accompanist name (if applicable). 
You will be graded based on the rubric attached at the end of these instructions.

PORTFOLIO PROJECT GUIDELINES
If you decide to complete the portfolio instead of the recital, you should include the following characteristics:

1) Must be submitted in a 3-ring binder, with name, grade, student number and class name posted on the front flap or side binding of the folder.  A 1-inch binder with plastic “view-thru” cover is recommended (to be returned after project is graded)
2) Binder must be organized with 4 tab sets/dividers inside labeled:  

· Performances    

· Recordings

· History

· Documents/Resources
3) All written work inside the binder should have student name, date completed and should be typed with standard font types, no larger than 12 pt font, double-spaced. 

4) This guideline sheet (pg. 3-5) and grading sheet (pg. 1,2) should be located inside the binder, immediately behind the front cover

Assignments:

You must complete a variety of assignments to receive honors credit for this semester.  If you do not hand in the portfolio, you will lose honors credit standing.  You will receive 1 large project grade for the completion of this project.  This grade will be averaged with your final course grade (about 10% of final).   

What to do:

Performance Tab:

This section will contain 3 critiques (type-written by you—1 page, double-spaced, 12 pt font) on some music performances that you attend during the semester.  These performances must meet the following criteria:


a)  2 MUST be choral/vocal concerts (must be high-school level or higher); possibilities:  

· High school choral concerts (or musicals) at other high schools 

· Collegiate concerts at Meredith, UNC, State, Duke, Peace, Shaw, Southeastern Seminary, etc.

· Church cantatas or musicals (cannot be just a song in a service)

· Broadway/NC Music Theater shows at BTI

· Raleigh Master Chorale or Chamber Singers concerts

· Attending All-County, All-State or Honors Chorus as an audience member

b) 1 can be non-choral (band concert, pop concert, solo singer, etc.)

c) Must include the following aspects into your critique:

· General overview of concert—tell name of group, what the occasion was for, about how many people performed, the title of the concert, the place (venue) of the concert, the date, etc.

· Basic information about the performance—length of time, style of music, generally what was your impression

· Give list of songs performed (don’t have to give all, necessarily)

· Tell what was good, what was less good (if anything)

· Use “musically descriptive” words in your summary—terms like: blend, balance, timbre, tempo, harmony, vocal part names, range, instrument titles, time signatures, etc.

 Recordings Tab:                                                                                                                            :

This section will contain 3 summaries (type written) on at least 3 different recordings that you listen to of vocal music.  Each summary must be about 1 page in length (double spaced, 12 pt font).  These recordings can be of professional or collegiate choirs, mass choirs, a cappella groups or individual professional singers (jazz, classical, opera or folk/art music).  You CANNOT do a summary on a pop artist of any type.  You might look in libraries for these, and especially online (iTunes, Rhapsody, Amazon.com mp3s, etc.).   I highly recommend buying one or two discs; the names listed below are all sure to be a good purchase.   Some suggestions might include:  

a) Jazz:  Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, Sarah Vaughn, Diana Krall, Etta James, Harry Connick Jr., Lena Horn, Michael Feinstein, Ertha Kitt, Louis Armstrong, Frank Sinatra, Mel Torme, etc.

b) Professional Choirs:  Dale Warland Singers, Chanticlear, Mormon Tabernacle Choir

c) A Cappella Choirs:  Take 6, Acappella, GLAD, The Real Group, Rockappella, BYU—Eric Whitacre CD, etc.  

d) Pro singers:  Jesse Norman, Kathleen Battle, Josh Groban, Andrea Boccelli, Cecilia Bartoli, the Three Tenors, 3 Mo’ Tenors, Sarah Brightman, etc.

For these summaries, all that you need to do is: 

· Listen to the entire album (not just a single mp3!)

· Write down album info—Name of person/group, title, copyright date

· Give a summary of the style of the music, using musical terms

· Name several of the songs

· Tell what they do well as vocalists; describe the vocal tone, etc.

· Tell of your perceptions of the person/group—like/dislike and why

History Tab:


This section will contain 1 short paper about a composer that you choose to research and give information on.  You can choose from the list below, or you can pick one of the composers of our choral music from this semester.

Research and incorporate the following information into your paper:

1) Nationality (where originally from, and other countries that the composer lived in)

2) Years of life span

3) Family information (names of immediate family members, spouse info, are there any other musicians in the family?, etc.)

4) Life history/biography (main historical facts about the composer)

5) Short list of famous works (about 4-8)

6) Anything else that you think is important or interesting about the composer   

Your paper should be at least 2 pages, double spaced, using 12 pt font.  Also, a correctly written bibliography, citing at least 3 different sources should be included on its own sheet of paper.  DO NOT copy and paste your information from an Internet site--- this is illegal and dishonorable.  Remember, this is an HONORS project—it requires honor on your part to do it justice.  Please be willing to represent this notable distinction.

Consider the following composers of Classical Music:

Arcadelt, Barber, Bizet, Brahms, J.S Bach, C.P.E Bach, Beethoven, Berlioz, Bernstein, Bruckner, Byrd, Copland, Chopin, Debussy, Dvorak, Faure, Gershwin, Gluck, Greig, Handel, Haydn, Holst, Hummel, Joplin, Leoncavello, Liszt, Mahler, Mendelssohn, Monteverdi, Morley, Mozart, Palestrina, Praetorius, H. Purcell, Puccini, Rachmaninoff, Ravel, Rossini, A.Scarlatti, R.Strauss, Schoenberg, C. Schumann, R. Schumann, Schubert, Stravinsky, Sousa, Tallis, Tchaikovsky, Vaughn-Williams, Vecchi, Verdi, Wagner

Resources Tab:

This is really just a scrapbook-like area for you to showcase some materials, resources or relevant supplements to your portfolio.  The idea is to provide some proof that you actually attended some concerts and did the research that you were supposed to.  You must include at least 3 examples of material that is relevant to this project.  Each resource should have its own page.  You might consider using sheet protectors and/or creative construction paper layouts to display these artifacts.  For example, you might consider including any of the following resources, but are also free to be creative and incorporate other materials that seem relevant to you:

· Concert Programs

· Pictures from the concerts you attended as an audience member

· Photocopy of an album cover

· Song lyrics from one of the songs you listened to

· Picture of the composer you studied

· Timeline of your composer’s life

· Anything creative and relevant!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

* Please sign here, stating that you have read the project guidelines: ______________________
Honors Credit Grading Sheet:
Portfolio Project

Below is a check-off sheet for me to use when grading your project, but it would be beneficial for you to use it as a guide while assembling your project.  The number in parentheses is how many points that element is worth. 

Name: ____________________________  (1)  
Grade: _____________ (1)

Existence of:
· 3 Ring Binder_______(2)

· 4 Divider Sheets  ______(4)

· Name labeled on outside ______(1)

· Student number labeled on outside______(1)

· Grading sheets as page 1-2______(1)

· Guideline sheets as pages 3-5______(1)

· Signature for guidelines______(2)

· Performances Tab______(1)

· Performance Critique # 1—at least 1 page______(1)

· Appropriate concert______(1)

· Overview of performance______(3)

· General perspective info about group/singer ______(2)

· List of some songs______(1)

· Opinion viewpoint (good or bad/why) ______(3)

· Performance Critique # 2—at least 1 page______(1)

· Appropriate concert______(1)

· Overview of performance______(3)

· General perspective info about group/singer ______(2)

· List of some songs______(1)

· Opinion viewpoint (good or bad/why) ______(3)

· Performance Critique # 3—at least 1 page______(1)

· Appropriate concert______(1)

· Overview of performance______(3)

· General perspective info about group/singer ______(2)

· List of some songs______(1)

· Opinion viewpoint (good or bad/why) ______(2)

· Recordings Tab______(1)

· Recording Critique # 1—at least 1 page______(1)

· Appropriate recording______(1)

· Album info—name of group, title, date of copyright______(1)

· Overview of album/singer(s)______(1)

· List of several songs______(1)

· Opinion viewpoint (good or bad/why) ______(2)

· Recording Critique # 2—at least 1 page______(1)

· Appropriate recording______(1)

· Album info—name of group, title, date of copyright______(1)

· Overview of album/singer(s)______(1)

· List of several songs______(1)

· Opinion viewpoint (good or bad/why) ______(2)

· Recording Critique # 3—at least 1 page______(1)

· Appropriate recording______(1)

· Album info—name of group, title, date of copyright______(1)

· Overview of album/singer(s)______(1)

· List of several songs______(1)

· Opinion viewpoint (good or bad/why) ______(3)

· History Tab______(1)

· History Paper—at least 2 pages______(3)

· Nationality/years of life span______(2)

· Family information ______(4)

· Life history/biography______(6)

· Short list of famous works ______(4)

· Bibliography with 3 or more sources______(3)

· Documents/Resources Tab______(1)

· Resource material # 1______(2)

· Resource material # 2______(2)

· Resource material # 3______(2)

Total:   ______________/100

Comments:

Name: ___________________

Honors Credit Grading Sheet:

Recital
Song 1: __________________________;  Composer: __________________________
	Choice of Music
	1 
Not appropriate; pop style/non-art music; doesn’t demonstrate vocal technique
	2
Not the best fit; maybe too casual; limited technique needed for song
	3
A good choice; fits requirements but may not be the best choice for your voice (range, style, etc.)
	4

Excellent choice; fits requirements; appropriate difficulty; promotes thorough technical skills

	Stage Presence


	1 

Not formally dressed; Looks unprepared;

Music not memorized;

Not communicating with audience
	2

Less formally dressed; Music not fully prepared; 

Low audience communication
	3

Proper outfit; Good memorization of music; Partial communication with audience
	4

Excellent job! Professional demeanor;  great communication with audience

	Technique/intonation/Vocal Production


	1 

Failure to demonstrate good vocal tone; poor execution of pitch; major melodic/rhythmic problems; poor posture 
	2

Significant improvement needed; Many melodic or rhythmic mistakes; posture needs work 
	3

Overall, very good.  Posture, melodic material, rhythms and tone all good, but not quite excellent
	4

Proficiency is apparent by posture, correct singing of the melodic lines, rhythmic accuracy, clean/round tone, etc.

	Diction


	1 

Not intelligible or understandable
	2

Many pronunciation  mistakes; clarity is overly  lacking 
	3

Most pronunciations are correct with several faults; goof projection of words but not as defined as possible
	4

Proper pronunciations: clearly defined text.

	Interpretation/Expression
	1 

Lack of any noticeable expression/dynamics/phrasing, facial connection, etc.
	2

Some expressive qualities, but lacking convincing evidence of connection with the music
	3

Good use of expression overall, but lacking the extra effort needed to really seem as “one” with the text
	4

Excellent job! Thorough use of phrase swelling, facial expression, etc.


Below 15—failure of song; 15= 85%    16=87%
17=90%      18=93%     19=95%  20=100%
Song 2 ___________________________;  Composer: ______________________________
	Choice of Music
	1 

Not appropriate; pop style/non-art music; doesn’t demonstrate vocal technique
	2

Not the best fit; maybe too casual; limited technique needed for song
	3

A good choice; fits requirements but may not be the best choice for your voice (range, style, etc.)
	4

Excellent choice; fits requirements; appropriate difficulty; promotes thorough technical skills

	Stage Presence


	1 

Not formally dressed; Looks unprepared;

Music not memorized;

Not communicating with audience
	2

Less formally dressed; Music not fully prepared; 

Low audience communication
	3

Proper outfit; Good memorization of music; Partial communication with audience
	4

Excellent job! Professional demeanor;  great communication with audience

	Technique/intonation/Vocal Production


	1 

Failure to demonstrate good vocal tone; poor execution of pitch; major melodic/rhythmic problems; poor posture 
	2

Significant improvement needed; Many melodic or rhythmic mistakes; posture needs work 
	3

Overall, very good.  Posture, melodic material, rhythms and tone all good, but not quite excellent
	4

Proficiency is apparent by posture, correct singing of the melodic lines, rhythmic accuracy, clean/round tone, etc.

	Diction


	1 

Not intelligible or understandable
	2

Many pronunciation  mistakes; clarity is overly  lacking 
	3

Most pronunciations are correct with several faults; goof projection of words but not as defined as possible
	4

Proper pronunciations: clearly defined text.

	Interpretation/Expression
	1 

Lack of any noticeable expression/dynamics/phrasing, facial connection, etc.
	2

Some expressive qualities, but lacking convincing evidence of connection with the music
	3

Good use of expression overall, but lacking the extra effort needed to really seem as “one” with the text
	4

Excellent job! Thorough use of phrase swelling, facial expression, etc.


Below 15—failure of song; 15= 85%    16=87%
17=90%      18=93%     19=95%  20=100%

Honors Credit Application/Contract

Class Name ___________________    Block No. _______    Grade _________

Student number:  _______________________________

Email: ______________________________

I, _______________________ (print name) would like to complete the honors credit project for the arts class that I am enrolled in.  I understand and agree to the following criteria to qualify for this credit:

a) I am a junior or senior in good academic standing

b) I have not already taken more than 1 semester of honors credit for this class in the past

c) I understand the requirements stated in the Honors Credit Project and that I have a choice of:

1) Completing a honors recital 

2) Completing a portfolio

d)  If I chose to complete the portfolio, I will turn it in on time—no later than 1 week before the final exam for this class

e) As a student of “Honors” classification in this class, I will hold myself to the highest academic standing in all of the assignments, performances, and classwork that we do in class.  My in-class participation and behavior can negate my opportunity for honors credit.  
I am choosing to

·       Complete the recital on June 1st 
·       Complete the portfolio project

Signed, ___________________________     Date: _________________

